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About the Book
No one is entirely certain what brings the Emperor Sikander to Shalingar. Until now, the idyllic kingdom has been immune to his many violent conquests. To keep the visit friendly, Princess Amrita has offered herself as his bride, sacrificing everything—family, her childhood love, and her freedom—to save her people. But her offer isn't enough.

The palace is soon under siege, and Amrita finds herself a fugitive, utterly alone but for an oracle named Thala, who was kept by Sikander as a slave and managed to escape amid the chaos. With nothing and no one else to turn to, Amrita and Thala are forced to rely on one another. But while Amrita feels responsible for her kingdom and sets out to warn her people, the newly free Thala has no such ties. She encourages Amrita to go on a quest to find the fabled Library of All Things, where it is possible for each of them to reverse their fates. To go back to before Sikander took everything from them. 

Stripped of all that she loves, caught between her rosy past and an unknown future, will Amrita be able to restore what was lost, or does another life—and another love—await?
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Discussion Questions

1. What did you like about the book? Dislike?
1. Did anything surprise you?
1. Talk about the Author’s Note at the beginning? Was it helpful for the author to clearly state the “moral” of the story up front?
1. What did you think of the hints of history in the book? Did you recognize them?
1. Discuss the different types of characters in the book. Who was your favorite? Least favorite? Explain why.
1. Amrita starts out not believing in magic, and then changes her mind. Discuss what influenced her, and if it was a justified change.
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]There is a theme of free will vs. fate. Which do you believe in? Did reading this book bring up any questions for you?

