All the Children Are Home
By Patry Francis

1. After enduring horrific abuse and neglect, Agnes not only survives; she becomes the
extraordinary girl/young woman we meet in the novel. What character traits allow her to
overcome so much? Have you ever known anyone like that?

2. Like many foster children, Agnes and Jimmy both enter the system because of their parents’
addictions. Discuss how that legacy affects each of them. How does Dahlia try to prevent
them from repeating the pattern?

3. In her valedictorian speech, Zaidie writes about the Moscatelli Way. What is it and how did it change their lives? 

4. The foster care system has changed greatly since the fifties and sixties when the novel is set. For one thing, they were far less likely to terminate parental rights in those days. Do you think it has improved or gotten worse? What changes still need to be made?

5. How does Zaidie’s connection with her aunt and with her heritage provide her with a ballast that Jimmy, and especially Agnes, don’t have? 

6. Dahlia’s trauma and the secret she keeps impacts her family in both positive and negative ways. How does it make her a better foster mother? How does it cause additional pain for her children? 

7. Agnes is stalked by Mr. Dean both in her mind and in actuality for many years. Why does he refuse to let her go? And how does she ultimately free herself from him? 

8. How does Dahlia’s relationship with her girls, and with the girl she herself once was, develop over the course of the novel? 

9. How would you characterize Louie and Dahlia’s relationship at the beginning of the book? How does it, and your perception of it, change as the novel goes on? 

10. How is the subject of race addressed in the novel? 

11. In keeping with a central theme in the novel, the story ends with the unanswered questions foster children often live with: What became of Jon? Did he ever read Zaidie’s letters? And where is Maud Marie? Did the records tell the truth about her? Would you be interested in reading a sequel about these characters?
